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Athletics: 

               
This week is/was a bittersweet week for some of our athletes.  

The middle school girls basketball teams finished their seasons 

on a high note as both the 7th and 8th grade teams defeated 

Marcellus.  Both teams dominated the competition and had a 

running clock to finish the game.  The girls continued to improve 

and impress their coaches with their work ethic and 

determination. 

The middle school wrestling team will conclude its season on 

Thursday March 3, 2021 when they travel to Bangor.  The team 

has been making steady improvements and is looking forward to improving their wrestling skills next 

year and beyond. 

The Girls Varsity basketball team had a tough loss at White Pigeon last Friday losing by four points.  The 

girls kept their heads up and have continued to practice hard to try and make improvements. The Girls 

Varsity also lost on Tuesday night at Hartford.  The coaches used the term “scrappy” when asked how 

the team played.  This means they kept fighting for every point and didn’t quit.  Great job Girls Varsity 

for never giving up! 

The Girls Junior Varsity team lost Tuesday night against Hartford 31-29.  This is their first loss of the 

season. It was a tough loss but there can always be lessons learned in defeat.  The Girls Junior Varsity is 

done for the week and is looking forward to more competition next week. 

The Boys JV and Varsity teams both posted victories against White Pigeon last week.  The boys were 

scheduled to play Berrien Springs on Saturday but the games were cancelled due to Covid.  The games 

were not rescheduled but Centreville was added for March 13th at Centreville. JV starts at 1pm and the 

Varsity is to follow at 2:30 pm. 

The Boys JV and Varsity also posted dominating wins against Hartford on Tuesday night.  Both teams had 

20+ point margins of victory.  The teams were flying around the court and defense leads to points as the 

ranger defense was everywhere.  This created multiple scoring opportunities. 

The State of Michigan is opening up athletic venues to allow more spectators but there is discussion in 

our conference to see what direction we will be going.  From initial conversations our league will be 

allowing four spectators per contestant for the remainder of the basketball and wrestling season. 
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Also for all upcoming playoffs, for boys and girls winter sports the MHSAA is using a ticketless system 

through GoFan.  This will eliminate the need for paper tickets and cash handling.  Many other schools 

around the area are using similar systems to help ease the contact tracing issues and the possibility of 

passing Covid through the handling of money. 

Spring sports are scheduled to start practice on March 22, 2021.  The final results of the return to play 

from the MHSAA for spring sports should be published by March 15, 2021. 

Go Rangers! 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Sam Adams Elementary 

 

 
 
 

Mrs. Stermer’s Corner 

 

March is Reading Month 

March is a welcomed sight with a break in our very cold temperatures and snow 
of February!  March is Reading Month and our teachers have fun activities planned 
throughout the month for their students.  Thank you for supporting your child’s reading 
at home.  This can be done by reading with them, and to them.  Asking them to help you 
read directions, recipes, or any written print.  Model reading for them, by reading for 
pleasure yourself.  One parent concern I hear often revolves around their child not 
wanting to read a chapter book.  One suggestion is to have your child read comics, 
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graphic novels, or a high interest magazine to get them reading.  Reading should be 
down with enjoyment in mind.  Finding topics that are of interest are key.       

We also have support for encouraging our students to read at home from our 
local Mason’s Organization.  They have donated a boys and girls bike for us to raffle off 
to a boy and girl in second grade that reads nightly at home.  Every night the student 
reads and a parent verifies the reading on their bingo sheet, they will receive a raffle 
ticket that will be put into the raffle, once they bring the bingo sheet back to school every 
Thursday.  The raffle will be held after Spring Break.  
 

Trending Strategies for Our Classrooms 

 Sam Adams has a lot to be proud of this year! A common theme this year is 
overcoming the adversity that comes with teaching during a pandemic. Our teachers 
have been getting creative using project-based learning hands on projects and 
embracing multiple forms of technology to grab the attention of their students.  Many of 
our program materials include digital content that has made it possible for students to 
access their ma terials digitally.  Teachers also use hands-on and interactive resources 
to create/maintain the idea that school is still something fun and exciting to look forward 
to.   

We are also staying committed to the social and emotional development of our 
students.  In past issues of our Ranger Report, we have shared our building-wide 
implementation of the Zones of Regulation, which helps our students stay emotionally 
regulated, CHAMPS, an explicit classroom management instructional tool, and our 
committed PBIS behavior team that meets monthly to continually support our students, 
staff and our culture of trust, respect and responsibility.  We begin our day by coming 
together as our Sam Adams’s family and speaking our school motto of, I am Safe, I am 
Smart, I am Kind, I am Important, and I am Here to Learn, together.   

Please read on and see all of the great things we are doing here at Sam Adams!  
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Read Across America Dress up Days At Sam Adams 

 Sam Adams students had the opportunity to dress up this past week to have a 
little fun and celebrate reading! 

Monday: Read My Shirt Day 

       
 

 

 

Tuesday:  Silly Sock Day - “Fox In Socks” 
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Wednesday: Hat Day - “The Cat and the Hat” 
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Thursday:  PJ Day - “Sleep Book”  
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Sam Adams students completed the Kids Heart Challenge February 8-
19.  Kids Heart Challenge raises money for the American Heart Association, 
aiding in research, education, and assistance for families of heart 
patients.  Along with raising money, students are challenged to move more, eat 

healthy, drink water instead of sugary drinks, and be kind.  For the first time, Sam 
Adams collected online donations only.  Despite not being able to have a kick off 
assembly or all school culminating event, we raised one of our highest totals ever!  We 
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even had one third grade student, Olive Baker, raise $848 after creating her own 
amazing Facebook videos about the Kids Heart Challenge.  She was the top donor in 
the school this year and the top donor ever for Sam Adams!  Olive’s mom shared how 
passionate Olive is about the American Heart Association and just helping people in 
general.  Thank you OliveIn total, the Sam Adams students raised $2647.65.  We are 
proud of the kind and giving spirits of our students at Sam Adams! 
Thank you Mr. Burns for bringing this campaign to life at Sam Adams, teaching our 
students to look outside themselves and help others.  Below is a letter received from the 
American Heart Association with the final results of the campaign. 

Dear Eric Burns - SAES: 

On behalf of the American Heart Association, thank you very much for your school’s 
donation of *$2,647.65 from your school's recent Kids Heart Challenge (KHC)/American 
Heart Challenge event. Your efforts make a tremendous impact and help millions of 
Americans through increased awareness of cardiovascular disease, lifesaving scientific 
research and critically needed education efforts. 
Families and schools are critical links in providing the foundation for cardiovascular 
wellness in our country. Your support and participation in the AHC/KHC goes a long way 
in helping others. 
Warm regards, 

 
Nancy Brown 
Chief Executive Officer, American Heart Association 

 

Social Thinking Group (1st-2nd grade) 

 
Students in Mrs. Bowsher and Mrs. Kwiatkoski’s social thinking group are taking 

social emotional learning further than what they are already receiving in class with the 
zones of regulation. The zones are green, yellow, blue and red. Green is a regulated 
zone. This group is learning how their thoughts, feelings and actions are all connected. 
This week the group focused on two kinds of thinking. Calm mind thinking versus upset 
mind thinking. The group was able to create glitter jars as a concrete way to help them 
understand calm thinking versus upset thinking. The group learned when we listen to 
our thoughts using a calm mind versus when we listen to our thoughts using an upset 
mind we feel better and make better choices. They were also able to use the glitter jars 
as a tool to help them change their thoughts and feelings in order to help get them back 
to the green regulated zone. The group shared that they can count and take deep 
breaths while watching the glitter settle down and become “calm” again. 
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Superflex Social Thinking Curriculum 

 The 4th and 5th grade students in Ms. Kwiatkoski’s Social Thinking Group 
practiced their flexible thinking skills today as outlined in the Social Thinking and Me 
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book.  They entered the Superflex Academy Gym to find several different exercises they 
needed to complete, but the directions were mixed-up!  They did a wonderful job 
engaging in their assigned activity for a minute or so, before being asked to stop and go 
to another activity before they were completely finished.  Way to go Superflex 
Thinkers!  You are all progressing at a steady pace in the Superflex Academy and are 
all on track for a spectacular graduation! 
 

 

 

 

 

Conferences were held Wednesday, February 10th and Thursday, February 11th 
from 4:00-8:00 p.m.  Parents and teachers met virtually on Zoom or through a phone 
conference.  We had a great turn out. We had a 92% attendance rate in grades 
kindergarten through fifth grade.  Thank you families for supporting your child’s 
learning!   
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100 Days Smarter in Kindergarten 

On February 18th we made it to our 100th day of school.  We made crowns, 100 fruit 
loop necklaces and explored a 100 day themed Google classroom.  
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Mrs. First’s class achieved their Read-to-self 10 minute goal!  

 
  

  

  

 

 

 

MRs. Pike’s Class Celebrates 100’s Day!  

  



 

14 
 

Mrs. Pike’s 1st graders celebrated being 100 days smarter with a lot of activities using 
the number 100!  They read books, played games, did 100 exercises and had a 
snack.  They enjoyed their 100th day of school! 

    

 

 

 

MRs. Sobecki’s Class Welcomes in 100’s Day!  

Ms. Sobecki's 1st Graders are 100 Days Smarter!  We listened to books about 
100 days of school, we made a list of 100 words, we counted to 100 by 10's, we did 10 
different exercises 10 times each (100 exercises), we made 100 dots on a dog, we drew 
a 100 year old man, we colored in the correct numbers on a number chart to make a 
heart, we had a snack that looked like 100. The pictures are attached below. 
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Second Grader’s Explore how Seeds Survive through Project 

Based Learning 

 

Students learned how seeds must get away from their parent plant in order to 
survive. In the activity, Fly Your Own Seed, students create a model seed from paper. 
Then, they release these seeds to model how they disperse and observe if any seeds 
are able to escape the parent plant’s “Zone of Darkness” and survive. 
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Mrs. McCoy’s Class is Adding UP 

In math class we are working on adding 2 three digit numbers. Today we played 
jeopardy and worked in teams to solve the problems. We all had a great time and enjoyed the 
competition! 
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Ms. Myer’s Class Set Goals During Culture Days 

We took our unit on building a bridge to the next level, we built “love bridges” for our Valentine’s 
Day fun!  
  

 
Longest Bridge                              Sturdiest Bridge 
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Our Project Explores Energy and How We Use it 

The fourth grade has just launched their “Energy” project using Mystery Science. 
We have just begun to discover all the different types of energy and how it’s used. We 
have looked at how stored energy can cause A roller coaster to go fast and how rubber 
bands can store energy to make things spin slow or fast depending how wide the rubber 
band is. As we continue our project we will use our driving question of “How can you 
conserve energy?” to Discover ways we can conserve the energy we use at home and 
at school.  
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This week, students continued to learn about the types of energy through a 
simulated amusement park ride. The students took turns dropping a marble from 
different heights to observe the differences in height (gravitational) energy. Through 
many trials and adjustments, they discovered that the smaller the slope of a hill, the less 
energy the marble would have.  
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Fifth grade is still working on our water conservation project, "Every Drop 
Counts." The students made phone calls to local businesses last week to ask them to fill 
out a Google Form about their water usage habits. After we collect the data, the 
students will develop a plan that they will present to the businesses with ideas of how 
they can conserve water. Making phone calls is a life skill that everyone needs, but so 
few students have. It was really cool to see how well they did with the phone calls! 

While we are waiting for that data to come in, we took a step away from the 
project to do some different science experiments in Mystery Science. First, we learned 
about food chains by playing a card game called "Eat or be Eaten." Then, we learned 
what plants eat by weighing air with a homemade balance scale and some balloons. 
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Now, we are learning what makes mold grow and what stops mold from growing by 
making our own mold terrariums. Each group chose a different variable to test (such as 
putting the plate in the freezer or covering it with salt or pepper). We also have a control 
plate so we can really see what makes a difference. 
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Mrs. Struble’s class called businesses this week to let them know of their 
upcoming water conservation presentations and to get email addresses.  Now they’ll be 
sending google forms to collect data on their current water usage.  
  

      
 

 

 
This is what music class looks like on “Wear a Shirt with Words Day”.  Music has 

been working a few surprises, which we will be sharing in upcoming Ranger 
Reports.  Please stay tuned… 
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Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 

The state assessment window opens on April 12th in Michigan. Grades 
3-11 will be assessed throughout spring. Below are the first testing dates 
that occur the week after spring break. 
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Important Assessment Dates : 

April 13- PSAT 8, PSAT 9, PSAT 10, SAT 

April 14- ACT WorkKeys (11th Grade) 

April 15- MSTEP (Science and Social Studies) 

  
 

Early Middle College 

 
Applications are still open for the Early Middle College Program. Please contact Mrs. Brawley 
for more information- bbrawley@cassopolis.org. 

 
What is Early Middle College? 

 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 
Currently, we partner with Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College. 
Students are able to apply to one college and take a program that aligns with their career 
pathway. 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program. 

  

Professional Learning 
This week, for three days, our admin team was able to attend the New Tech 
Leadership Summit: Listen to Lead Forward. On day one of the conferences, we 

were able to connect with other schools that have been with the network for three-plus years. 
The session was designed to help focus our leadership lens for the learning that took place the 
remainder of the days. We got time to consider our leadership moves that will help our school 
move forward.  

 

 

mailto:bbrawley@cassopolis.org
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On day two we attended two whole group sessions. The first was Centering Ourselves: 
Exploring Identity and our Ability to Listen. The focus was that listening to lead requires us to 
understand the multiple circles of culture that influence how we interact and make sense of the 
world around us. The intersections of our cultural identity inform our interactions and ability to 
listen to understand others. We identified circles of culture that inform or interactions and 
leadership stance. We connected with other leaders to learn how these identities inform and 
sustain our individual collective commitment to deeper learning for all students.  
The second whole group session was with the keynote speaker, Shane Safir. Shane Safir is a 
world-renowned educator and author. In focusing on how school system leaders can use 
multiple levels of data to fully understand those whom they serve, Shane's keynote highlighted 
promising practices and mindsets she has uncovered in her research, that fuels a school leader 
in their work to foster an equitable learning organization. This talk also included opportunities for 
personal reflection and collaboration with Network colleagues in 
Slack.  
  
The remainder of the day focused on break-out sessions. Our 
team attended Leaders as Warm Demanders: Supporting 
Innovation. Shane Safir states, “Becoming warm demanders is a critical approach we take for 
increasing equity in our schools.” During our session, we unpacked the warm-demander 
framework and explored how we can use these skills to support our teachers. 
  
On the last day, we learned how to notice and navigate triggers that command during times of 
change. We were able to connect with other New Tech leaders to discuss different ways we can 
navigate change within our schools. The team then went to two break-out sessions. The 
first, Developing Teachers One Conversation to the Next, where the focus was: “What does it 
look like as a leader to carry a developmental orientation into your 1:1 interactions with 
teachers, to initially help them shift to new levels of sustained efficacy?” Leaders explored some 

principles and specific strategies related to this lesion, 
digging into some excerpts from Shane Safir’s book, The 
Listening Leader.  
 
The other breakout session, How to Design Adult Learning 
that Doesn’t Stink, focused on creating responsive and 
impactful adult learning. We had time to reflect on our 
professional learning that we have developed and where we 
want to move our professional learning to in the future. We 

unpacked NTN’s Adult Learning Toolbox, which will help us jumpstart our approach to designing 
highly effective adult learning for our staff. 

 

 

 


